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Background

The Danube Clouded Yell@wlias myrmidonence occurred across a number of countries in

eastern and central Europe but has now disappeared completely from much of its former rEmge

only known current or recent records in Europe come ftafewsitesin Poland, a few local areas in
Slovakiawith the onlyknownsignificant populations remaining in Europe now being in two areas of
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M; Spencer, S; and Tolhurst, Klowever, even in Romania its range has contracted, with it having
apparently recently disappeared even from some sites where it had been seenlasthi®) years.

Thestimulusfor this present study stemmed from a private tour organised by Mike Williams in 2016
which recorded 2 Danube Clouded Yellows at assiteind 60 miles souteast of Turov on 17

June. The habitat looked very suitable to qugrt a larger population of the species but the

condition of the two specimens found and the fact that they were both female suggested we were
right at the end of the first flight periodAccording to AnatoKulak, a Belarussian entomologist who
accompanied this earlier visibther locations for the speciexccurredin southeast Belarus It was
determined to organise a return visit to Belarus with a small survey team to undertake a more
focused survey to coincide with a time when second genenadidults were likely to be on the wing.

A team of experienced volunteers fraime West Midlandsvere subsequently recruited and
arrangements were made to return to Belarus from®" August, 2018 Transport and hotel
accommodation were arranged throudttotours, a Hungarian based tour operator who run mainly
bird tours to Belarus and who had also assisted with arrangements for the 2016 visit. The group
were based in a hotel in a small village just north of the town ehReain south-east Belarus and
were again accompanied by Anatoli Kulak from the Zoology Department at Minsk Univérsity.
were also joined for our fieldwork by Vladimir, an Area Forester employed by the Belarus Forestry
Department, who acted as our local guidehe trip was largelgelffunded by those taking part with

a contribution tavardstransport and accommodation costs also made by the European Butterflies
Group.

Survey Methods

Theteam spent four days in the fieldsiting locations in th&somel (sometimes spelled Homel)
region of southeast BelarusThe location of each sité@sitedwas recorded using GR&d a
photographic record was takermhe absencqiresenceof C. myrmidonavas noted at each site
(including gender where possible), an assessment of the abundance ofiheftaodplant (in
Belarusthamaegtisus uthenicusappears to be the main species of Broom utilisedeach location
was made and, where present, searches were made for the presence of ova and larvae. Any
observations regardinbutterfly behaviourand rabitat preferences were also noted. Records were
also kept of any other species of butterfly and moth observed.
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Map showing location of the Gomel region of Belarus in the seat$t of the country not far from
the Ukrainian border
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More detailed ofthe map of the Gomel region showing some of the main roads, towns and villages



Results

During the course of four dayfteen mainsites were visitedver a wide area and C. myrmidone
recorded at more than half of thesé& he sites where the butterfly wascorded in any of its life
stages are described below.

Day 1¢ 7' August, 2018

Site 1

Forest clearinglose to track

Excellent start to the survey with discovery of a previously unknown location for C. myrmidone close
to our hotel A recently cleatarea contained many Broom plargeowing in sandy soils



